
YOUR FINAL GIFT 
TO THE COMMUNITY
Remember United Way 
in Your Will

“What you give is yours forever.”
- Dr. Wil Rose





WHY YOUR WILL IS 
SO IMPORTANT

Creating your will is one of the most important things you can 
do in your lifetime. It is a lasting testament to you, your 
values and your accomplishments. It provides an opportunity 
to focus on who and what is most important in your life. In it, 
you clearly state your final wishes and show how you care for 
your loved ones and your community. Having a valid, 
up-to-date will in place ensures your last wishes will be 
respected and followed.  

1.

When preparing your will, you consider how you would like 
to be remembered and who to include as your beneficiaries. 
You can make your community a better place by including a 
bequest naming United Way Greater Victoria as beneficiary in 
your will. This gift does not affect your current financial 
situation, but can have significant positive impact on those 
in need in our community in the future.   

United Way is one of the most trusted and widespread 
non-governmental funders of social services in the world. 
Donors have trusted United Way to help the most vulnerable 
in our community for over 80 years. Your bequest can help us 
support a network of organizations that address our 
community’s most pressing social needs and their root causes. 

When your bequest is eventually realized by United Way you 
can trust we will be here. Your gift will be used in the 
community where it is needed most, based on expert advice. 
An official charitable receipt will also be issued to your estate 
that may significantly reduce taxes to be paid.  

BENEFITS OF A 
UNITED APPROACH



Your bequest can help us support a 
network of organizations that address our 
community’s most pressing social needs 
and their root causes. 

2.

UNITED with our donors, business partners, 
workplace champions, labour leaders, 
community advocates and volunteers, 
we deliver hope and possibility, changing 
local lives every day.

Employment Programs Community Food  Programs

Seniors Belonging Programs Peer Mentoring Programs

Just a few of the services donors support through United Way



CONSIDER A SPECIFIC, RESIDUAL 
OR CONTINGENCY BEQUEST

3.

In creating or changing your will, you can make a specific, 
residual or contingency bequest to support the work of 
United Way.
 

A. A specific bequest may include defined amounts of 
money, shares/securities, or retirement funds (RRSPs/RIFs). 
Real estate or other property may also be left to United Way, 
but it is important to clarify with us beforehand if we could 
accept, use or sell these significant assets.
  

B. Alternatively, you can stipulate a residual amount left in 
your will as a donation to United Way, after other specified 
amounts have been paid out to others. This would often be 
expressed as a percentage of the residue of your estate, or 
as a specific number of total shares/portions divided among 
different beneficiaries.
 

C. If you intend to give all of your assets to loved ones, 
you may still wish to name United Way in your will should 
they pass on before you. This is called a contingent bequest.



3.4.

SAMPLE WORDING FOR CREATING 
A BEQUEST IN YOUR WILL

The phrase below is for sample purposes. We recommend you 
consult with your lawyer or notary public in preparing your will 
to avoid expensive legal complications in the settlement of your 
estate. Please feel free to share our sample wording with him/her 
when preparing your will.

To leave a bequest for the work of United Way a statement may 
be included in your will such as:

“I give and bequeath to United Way of Greater Victoria, 
currently located at 201-633 Courtney Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 1B9, Charitable BN 119278224RR0001 

the sum of $_____.” 

OR

“ _____% (or portion) of the residue of my estate.”

OR

Specify an item of investment, real estate, etc.

For a contingent bequest the following may be included 
immediately before the wording above: 

“If (name of primary beneficiary) and (name of alternate 
beneficiary) fail/s to survive me for 30 days, then...”



THANKING YOU AND 
RECOGNIZING YOUR GIFT
If you have named United Way in your will, please consider 
letting us know so we can thank you, and recognize your 
forethought and generosity to the degree you wish. We 
consider those with future gifts (such as bequests), as 
members of our Legacy Circle. As a Legacy Circle member, 
you can choose from a range of recognition opportunities 
(including anonymity if you prefer).  

REVIEWING AND REVISING 
YOUR WILL
To ensure your will is current and valid, estate planners 
recommend you have it professionally reviewed at least every 
three to five years or when there is a relevant change in your 
family or financial situation. 

5.

United Way funds programs that help children 
and youth receive the support they need to 
succeed in school and develop key life skills.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
OR PRIVATE CONSULTATION

For more information and/or a confidential consultation on 
bequests and other types of legacy gifts please contact: 

Phone: (250) 385-6708  
Email: donor.relations@uwgv.ca

Thank you.

Please also see our companion brochure titled “Change 
Lives In Our Community Through Charitable Gift Planning”
(also available online at uwgv.ca). 

United Way Greater Victoria
201-633 Courtney Street
Victoria, BC  V8W 1B9
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