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YOUR GIFT OF 
HELP AND HOPE

You have the power to change lives. As our community 
grows, so does the need to help our most vulnerable 
neighbours. Through a gift now, or for the future, to United 
Way Greater Victoria, you can bring help and hope to those 
who are struggling with poverty, isolation, disability, abuse, 
hunger, neglect and hopelessness. 

GIVING
UNITED

United Way is one of the most trusted and widespread 
non-governmental funders of social services in the world. 
Locally, we have been uniting people for over 80 years in aid of 
our community. You may remember us as Community Chest 
or the Red Feather, and chances are somebody you know has 
received important help as a result of United Way fundraising 
and funding. 

Every year our donors help United Way support at least 100 
effective social programs and agencies, providing vital services 
to more than 100,000 people of all ages. Many of these 
programs also address the root causes of our community’s 
most pressing social issues. 

Our annual review of community needs and agencies enables 
us to fund this powerful network of services where your 
donation has the greatest possible impact. We can also assist 
you to channel your support to areas of help that are most 
meaningful to you and your family. Through United Way, you 
may even direct donations to other favourite causes and 
charities not related to social services. 
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PLANNING THOUGHTFUL 
USES OF YOUR ASSETS

Regular donations to charity often come from your 
expendable income. If you wish to make a gift with even 
greater impact you may draw on your savings, investments, 
property or estate. This takes forethought and planning, hence 
the terms “planned giving” or “gift planning”. Charitable gift 
planning provides a wide variety of donation options. These 
enable you to tailor your gift to accomplish your philanthropic 
goals, while taking into account your current financial 
situation. Planned gifts usually provide significant tax
advantages and savings as well, so your dollar goes further 
and has even greater impact.  

Our legacy giving advisor would be pleased to discuss these 
options with you. In many cases and with your approval, one 
or more of your own professional advisors may be involved 
(i.e. financial planner, tax consultant, insurance representative, 
legal advisor).    

A legacy gift is a planned gift that is committed (and can 
be celebrated) now, that actually takes effect in the future. 
Through a legacy gift to United Way, you can make a 
significant difference in the lives of others tomorrow, with 
little or no effect on your finances today. Legacy donors who 
inform us of their plans are considered members of our 
Legacy Circle with personalized opportunities for involvement 
and public or private recognition. Your anonymity will also be 
honoured, if you prefer.

LEGACY GIFTS
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Bequest - a donation specified in your will
Life Insurance - a modest, regular premium 
payment - often tax deductible, can result in a 
significant donation in the future
Charitable Remainder Trust - eligible donors can 
donate an income-generating asset, while 
continuing to enjoy receiving its income
Gift of Residual Interest - a donation of an item 
or property that you can continue to use

Legacy gift types that you can designate to United 
Way are listed below. Separate brochures are 
available on these possibilities:
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The planned gifts listed above and on the previous pages 
describe different options as to how you may choose to 
donate. Charitable gift planning also includes additional 
opportunities for recognizing, distributing and designating 
multi-year gifts. Through United Way you can create a 
Donor-Advised Fund that can be named, donor-designated 
to a specific area of concern or interest, and granted over an 
extended period of years. A separate brochure is available 
describing these options. 

IMMEDIATE 
PLANNED GIFTS
Immediate planned gifts also require forethought and 
planning, and usually provide tax benefits for you as well. The 
following is a list of different immediate planned gifts possible. 
Separate brochures are also available on these opportunities:

Shares/Securities/Mutual Funds - donations of these can 
eliminate taxes on capital gains

Retirement Funds (RRSPs/RIFS) 

Real Estate - generally accepted and sold for the proceeds

Gift Plus Annuity - you receive a tax receipt for a donation, 
and ongoing income is provided for you for life

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS
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AT YOUR
SERVICE

Thank you for considering improving the lives of local 
vulnerable children, youth and adults, through a planned gift 
to United Way Greater Victoria. We would like to assist you to 
maximize the effectiveness of your potential gift in our 
community. To discuss options for planned giving and for 
directing a potential donation, please contact:

Lisa Ballinger                                                                         
Donor Relations Advisor - Legacy Giving                         

Phone: (250) 220-7379                                                         
Email: lisa.ballinger@uwgv.ca  

United Way Greater Victoria
201-633 Courtney Street, Victoria, BC  

V8W 1B9   
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Ann and Zola are just two individuals out of more than 100,000 lives changed locally 
every year thanks to United Way donors. To read their full story, please visit uwgv.ca  


